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	UNIT: Rain forests
	GENRE: Reports
	Grade: 5


Vanessa Santiago Schwarz								December 8, 2018
	Comment by Vanessa Santiago Schwarz: Feedback from Maria:

Another Assessment could be give the students a clause and conjunction and they have to add the second clause.
Maria Brisk , Dec 8 at 2:34pm
a way to introduce examples from other topics/mentor texts is to have students work in groups with material of other topics once they have practiced enough together.  It should be of a topic they know so that they can match clauses and conjunctions in ways that make sense.
Maria Brisk , Dec 8 at 2:36pm
Nice lesson
FULL LESSON TEMPLATE

	Lesson #
	Title
	Duration

	19
	Clause Complex Puzzle 
	1 hour



	Standards
(MCF)
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.3
Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.4
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.C
Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially).




	Objectives
	SWBAT use different conjunctions or other connectives to signal different relations 



	Mentor Texts
	Animals and the Rain Forest



	Other Materials
	Instructional Equipment

	Sentence strips with clause complexes from a report on the same topic as students are writing (Rainforests). Clause complexes should be cut up to separate the clause and conjunction (or other connective). 	Comment by Vanessa Santiago Schwarz: Dear Dr. Brisk,

I also have a question about whether or not it would be worth doing this activity with a report on a different topic, like this piece on Oceans.  I see in your book that you suggest doing it in the same topic. I can see the value in this so that students can have practice with clause complexes that they might include in their reports on rainforests. However, I can also see the value in providing more experience using connectives and then having them apply the concepts to their topic. I appreciate any insight you can provide! 

Thank you,
Vanessa

	·  Promethean board (or another way to project clauses and connectives from mentor tests). 




	Lesson Plan



	Lesson Topic
	Connecting Clause Complexes in Reports

	Introduction

	Review what was previously done with deconstruction of mentor texts to learn about noun groups.  Students have had the opportunity to look at examples of students’ writing samples compared to mentor texts, and re-examine noun groups. They have further described the noun by adding something after the noun (a post-nominal adjective).  
Example of teacher’s introduction: “We have been revising our writing by re-examining our nouns and adding more description.  Today we are going to be working on combining two ideas with connective words.” Teacher reminder: A clause complex is when two clauses are linked by a word and together create a meaning and have a relationship. 
 

	Instruction and Application

	Project a sentence of the mentor text and ask and point out the connecting word, “but”: 

Jaguars, toucans, parrots, and tarantulas all live in the rainforest, but this is only a small sample of rainforest animals.

Explain that but is a way of extending the idea of the animals living in the rain forest by adding something new. In this example, the author first presents some familiar animals that live in the rainforest and uses “but” to extend the idea to include the fact that there are many other animals in the rainforest as well. 

Display the sentence again, but broken up into two parts:

Jaguars, toucans, parrots, and tarantulas all live in the rainforest


this is only a small sample of rainforest animals.

And ask what other words could connect the two ideas (green conjunctions work;  red ones don’t): 

Jaguars, toucans, parrots, and tarantulas all live in the rainforest

            yet            however         because              if

this is only a small sample of rainforest animals.

Discuss how we use (an) appropriate word(s) to connect two ideas (in this case to expand or extend the idea). Repeat with other examples from the mentor text, and ask students to first identify the two ideas, and then the conjunction or other connectives (i.e., for example). 

Explain that students will practice choosing the appropriate connectors to connect two ideas. Go through the different examples by displaying the sample from the mentor text and discussing the different connectors (including conjunctions). Discuss how each identifies a different type of relationship. 

Examples:
Some species have had to adapt to their surroundings in the rainforest in order to survive. For example, toucans and parrots both have very large, strong beaks (Elaborating without introducing something new; (Other options: for instance, including)

[bookmark: _1fob9te]Another way animals adapt to life in the rainforest is by camouflaging themselves so they can hide from predator (Causal; Other options: to hide – instead of “so they can hide”)

Review the three main types for today: Extending ideas (but, while); Expand idea ( for example, for instance,) Causal (so). 

Demonstrate the partner activity: 
Pick one sentence strip and ask students to choose a conjunction and another sentence strip that, when put together with a conjunction, make sense.
Ask students to read aloud the new sentences to see if they make sense. Students should explain the meaning in the new sentences.
Repeat with various examples.
Ask if students can create alternative combinations of sentences with the same meaning, and then with different meanings. Students should explain the differences.
Students will then carry out a similar activity in partners. Each partnership will have a set of sentence strips and connectives. Students will use appropriate connectives to form clause complexes that can be included in a report on rainforests. Students will share their examples in partnerships. 
Examples of sentence strip / connective options (color coded to make it clear which ones are complete sets). 
Another way animals adapt to life in the rainforest is by camouflaging themselves to hide from predators.

For example, For instance, 

an insect called the "walking stick" lives in the palm tree, and it blends in so well with it that it’s practically unnoticeable unless it moves.

There are many threats to species of the rainforest 

including, for example, 

illegally trading monkeys to sell them as pets and killing jaguars for their highly-valued skins. 

Temperate climates have warm summers and cold winters, 

but, while, 

tropical climates are warm all year long.

There is plenty of rain and the temperature stays at about 75-85 degrees Fahrenheit

so, therefore,

rainforests in tropical climates have perfect conditions for many animal species. 

Rainforests stay at 75-85 degrees Fahrenheit all year

so 

animals don't have to worry about freezing during the winter or finding shade in the summer
It’s crucial to take care of our planet, especially the rainforests, 
so 
these animals can continue to thrive.




	 Assessment

	Students will be informally assessed throughout the lesson, based on their partner work. The teacher can circulate with a checklist and note which students are able to combine clauses with the appropriate connectives.

Another option for an assessment is to ask students to write a sentence that includes two clauses and a conjunction from the sentence strips they were given. They should circle the conjunction they chose. Ensure that students are writing clause complexes that convey the appropriate meaning. 




